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Drita Gjongecaj is currently the Assistant Principal at The Theodore Schoenfeld School in New York City Department of Education. Mrs. Gjongecaj was born in Albania where she attended the University of Tirana and completed her Bachelors as a teacher of Albanian Language and Literature. In her home land, she worked many years as a middle school teacher where she was later promoted to the principal position for the “Konferenca e Bujanit” school in Bajram Curri.  
In the coming years, Mrs. Gjongecaj worked as a librarian at the Scientific Library of Agricultural University of Albania. During this time, she completed the two year coursework at the National Library of the Republic of Albania becoming a professional librarian. Having passed the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), she was nominated the Head of New Acquisitions and Foreign Relations Sector at the Scientific Library of Agricultural University. The American Project SARA, USAID granted her two short term trainings in the library field. Upon her completion of the trainings in Virginia Tech, USA, and Basilicata University, Italy, Mrs. Gjongecaj returned to Albania bringing and sharing with her colleagues the new knowledge and experiences she had gained abroad. With the assistance of the SARA Project, she established library branches for each faculty of Agricultural University of Tirana supporting students in finding a range of different resources for information; she also published professional articles in the Library Bulletin, a semi-annual publication of the National Library of Albania. 

In the year of 2000, Drita Gjongecaj moved to New York with her husband, her two children and her mother. As an immigrant, she worked long hours for minimum wage pay to make a living. In the meantime, she volunteered at the Welcome Center helping adults learn English and interpreting for Albanian parents at different activities with the NYC Department of Education.
Before long, her professional abilities and dedication were recognized and she became a full time English as a Second Language teacher. She taught Albanian adults as well as immigrants from different countries. While Drita’s students began the course with having little to no English language skills, they were able to pass the citizenship test and/or find a job with the skills they acquired through her teaching. She also taught a class of Albanian Language and Culture for the children of PS 55 in the Bronx, promoting the Albanian community’s desire to maintain and pass on the ethnic traditions for the coming generations. 
In 2005, Mrs. Gjongecaj received her first Master of Science Degree in TESOL from Mercy College. She followed with the Bilingual Teacher Leadership Academy (BETLA) from Bank Street College of Education (2007), and in 2009, she completed another masters in School and District Leadership from the College of Saint Rose becoming a Certified School Supervisor. 
Mrs. Gjongecaj works passionately to support her staff and motivate her students. In the interim, she finds time to be a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother to an adorable baby boy. Mrs. Gjongecaj has touched many hearts and guided numerous minds throughout her years as an educator, and she continues to do so till this day.
